
 

 

April 14, 2014 

Honorable Wesley Chesbro, Chair 
Assembly Natural Resources Committee 
State Capitol, Rm. 2141 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
Fax: 916-319-2092 

RE: AB 1594 (Williams) - SUPPORT 

Dear Assemblymember Chesbro:  

Despite California's robust recycling infrastructure for traditional 
recyclables, the state continues to landfill organic materials including yard 
trimmings that are collected for recycling/composting.  

It is alarming that yard trimmings placed in California landfills receive 
diversion credit under current rules for alternative daily cover (ADC), a fact 
that Californians who diligently recycle their yard trimmings would find 
offensive.   

Organic materials, when managed outside a landfill, can be made into 
value-added products that have the potential to reduce greenhouse gases 
by more than 4 Million Tons of CO2 each year, produce renewable energy 
and fuels, and generate four times more jobs than landfilling the same 
material.  

The production and consumption of these products in California represent 
an economic opportunity that is literally being wasted in California landfills.  

AB 1594 is essential legislation to ensure recycling organic material and 
correcting the waste of the economic and environmental opportunities 
under the current system. It is consistent with and essential to the goals of 
AB 341 and the AB 32 Scoping Plan. It is time to end the charade of allowing 
diversion credit for yard trimmings used as ADC, and end the unintended 
and perverse incentive to waste this valuable material in landfills.  

CRRA enthusiastically supports AB 1594. 

Sincerely, 

  
Tracie Onstad Bills, President 
 

 
John H. Dane, CAE, Executive Director 
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The views expressed in this 
letter do not necessarily 
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Cc: Assembly Natural Resources Committee  Fax: 916-319-2192 
Assemblymember Brian Dahle, Vice Chair Fax: 916-319-2101 
Assemblymember Frank Bigelow  Fax: 916-319-2105 
Assemblymember Cristina Garcia   Fax: 916-319-2158 
Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi   Fax: 916-319-2166 
Assemblymember Jim Patterson   Fax: 916-319-2123 
Assemblymember Nancy Skinner   Fax: 916-319-2115 
Assemblymember Mark Stone    Fax: 916-319-2129 
Assemblymember Das Williams    Fax: 916-319-2137 
Elizabeth MacMillan, Principal Consultant elizabeth.macmillan@asm.ca.gov  

 
 

 

CRRA is California’s state-wide recycling association. It is the oldest and one 
of the largest non-profit recycling organizations in the United States. A 
501(c)(3) organization, CRRA is dedicated to achieving environmental 
sustainability in and beyond California through Zero Waste strategies 
including product stewardship, waste prevention, reuse, recycling and 
composting. CRRA advances local, regional and state-wide waste reduction 
efforts which result in critical environmental and climate protection 
outcomes. Our members represent all aspects of California’s reduce-reuse-
recycle-compost economy. They work for cities and counties, as well as 
hauling companies, material processors, non-profit organizations, state 
agencies, and in allied professions. 
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