
	  

	  

June	  13,	  2016	  
 
Assembly	  Member	  Mark	  Stone	  	  
Chair	  of	  Judiciary	  Committee	  
California	  State	  Assembly	  
Legislative	  Office	  Building	  
1020	  N	  St.	  Room	  104	  
Sacramento,	  CA	  95814	  
	  
Subject:	  	   SB	  1229	  (Jackson-‐Stone)	  –	  Secure	  Drug	  Take-‐Back	  Bins	  -‐	  SUPPORT	  

	  
Dear	  Committee	  Chair	  Stone:	  

	  
The	  California	  Resource	  Recovery	  Association	  (CRRA)	  offers	  its	  SUPPORT	  of	  your	  legislation,	  
SB	  1229.	   	  The	  Legislature	  has	  been	  working	  for	  years	  to	  reduce	  drug	  addiction,	  poisonings,	  
medication	  mistakes,	  and	  water	  contamination.	  All	  these	  issues	  are	  addressed	  by	  making	  it	  
more	   convenient	   for	   the	   public	   to	   safely	   dispose	   of	   unwanted	  medications.	   	   	   Pharmacists	  
who	  host	  medication	  disposal	  receptacles	  and	  provide	  an	  established	  duty	  of	  care	  for	  proper	  
oversight	  of	   the	   take-‐back	  bins	   should	  be	  able	   to	   receive	   limited	   civil	   and	   criminal	   liability	  
protection	  if	  they	  follow	  certain	  rules	  for	  these	  three	  important	  reasons:	  

	  1)	  The	  U.S.	  Drug	  Enforcement	  Agency	  now	  has	  clear	  rules	  on	  hosting	  medicine	  bins,	  this	  bill	  
will	   provide	   limited	   liability	   protection	   for	   pharmacists	   and	   pharmacy	   chain	   stores	   who	  
provide	  the	  important	  community	  service	  of	  providing	  safe	  and	  convenient	  disposal	  bins	  ;	  
	  
2)	   Providing	   safe	  medication	   disposal	  was	   listed	   as	   one	   of	   four	   key	   pillars	   of	   the	  National	  
Prescription	  Drug	  Abuse	  Prevention	  Strategy	  policy	  recommendations	  from	  2014;	  and,	  
	  
3)	   California’s	   water	   is	   a	   precious	   resource	   and	   pollution	   prevention	   is	   much	   more	   cost	  
effective	   than	  water	   treatment	   -‐	   preventing	   the	   flushing	   of	  medications	   is	   a	   key	   pollution	  
protection	  measure.	  
.	  	  	  
Should	  you	  have	  any	  questions	  or	  wish	  to	  discuss	  your	  legislation,	  please	  feel	  free	  to	  contact	  
me	  at	  john@crra.com	  or	  at	  916-‐701-‐1310.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  	  
	  

	  
John	  H.	  Dane	  
Executive	  Director,	  CRRA	  	  
	  
CRRA	  is	  California’s	  state-‐wide	  recycling	  association.	  It	   is	  the	  oldest	  and	  one	  of	  the	  largest	  non-‐
profit	  recycling	  organizations	  in	  the	  United	  States.	  A	  501(c)(3)	  organization,	  CRRA	  is	  dedicated	  to	  
achieving	  environmental	   sustainability	   in	  and	  beyond	  California	   through	  Zero	  Waste	   strategies	  
including	   product	   stewardship,	   waste	   prevention,	   reuse,	   recycling	   and	   composting.	   CRRA	  
advances	   local,	   regional	   and	   state-‐wide	   waste	   reduction	   efforts	   which	   result	   in	   critical	  
environmental	   and	   climate	   protection	   outcomes.	   Our	   members	   represent	   all	   aspects	   of	  
California’s	  reduce-‐reuse-‐recycle-‐compost	  economy.	  They	  work	  for	  cities	  and	  counties,	  as	  well	  as	  
hauling	  companies,	  material	  processors,	  non-‐profits,	  state	  agencies,	  and	  in	  allied	  professions.	  
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