Green Travel Tips that Save Money

1. Pack Light.  Apply the golden rule of packing: estimate what you think you'll need, and cut it by half.  Extra weight not only requires extra fuel, it could cost you additional baggage fees.

2. Buy a solar charger.  Most cell phones, ipods, laptops, cameras and other electronic devices can be charged by a solar charger, which saves carbon dioxide emissions and energy. (and there won’t be a lack of sunshine in Rancho Mirage during August!!)
3. Reuse Linens and Other Amenities.  Reuse your towels and sheets in the hotel room.  Also bring your own larger bar of soap or request no additional single use bars of soap.

4. Travel by Train. Trains are the most eco-friendly transportation option.

5. Carpool to and from the Airport, if you are flying.

6. Rent Small Cars. The smaller your car, the less gas you'll have to buy and the fewer emissions will pour into the air.  Many rental companies make hybrid cars available.

7. Bring Your Own Bottle and Mug.  Always carry your own refillable water bottle and coffee/tea mug.

8. Share Your Hotel Room.  By sharing your room, less energy will be needed to heat or cool another room.

9. Consider Carbon Credits to Offset Airplane emissions.  TerraPass and Native Energy can calculate your carbon impact.  Buying carbon credits can pay for trees to be planted, cleaner energy produced or invested in alternative energy for less than you think, between $6 and $20.
Have any other great Eco-Friendly travel tips, please share them with us but emailing them to judigregry@aol.com.
